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Table 2. Selected STD cases and rates per 100,000 population for San Diego County by age cases in 2011 with 2010
and race/ethnicity, and year to date. ..
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Editorial Note: The Role of the Health Care Provider in HIV Incidence Surveillance

Understanding more about new HIV infections helps target scarce HIV prevention efforts to groups currently at highest risk of acquiring HIV and is a
critical element of the National HIV/AIDS Strategy. Incomplete data has prevented San Diego County and California as a whole from estimating HIV
incidence, but we can ensure this information is available in the future with your help as noted below.

HIV incidence surveillance (HIS) is a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) funded program designed to estimate the annual number of
new infections nationally, statewide, and in sub-groups. HIS applies the Serologic Testing Algorithm for Recent HIV Seroconversion (STARHS) to newly
diagnosed HIV cases to identify groups with a higher proportion of recent infection. STARHS results are statistically weighted using patient testing and
treatment history to estimate incidence.

Patient testing and treatment history is best obtained from you, the health care providers. Important elements include: (1) if the patient ever had a prior
positive HIV test (date of test), (2) if the patient ever had a negative HIV test (date of last negative), (3) how many negative tests within 24 months of
their first positive, and (4) if the patient has ever taken antiretroviral meds. Clinicians making a diagnosis of HIV infection can assist HIS by documenting
testing and treatment history in the patient's medical record. County of San Diego surveillance staff can collect HIS information as part of case reporting
during arranged surveillance visits or you can complete the HIV/AIDS Case Report form which includes testing and treatment history and send it to the
address indicated.

For more information, call Lorri Freitas at (619) 692-8433.

RESOURCES:
California Department of Public Health/Office of AIDS/HIS homepage:  http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/aids/Pages/OAHISHome.aspx
County of San Diego HIV/AIDS Epidemiology Home Page: www.sdhivaids.org

Note: This report, also accessible through the “Reports and Statistics” link at www.STDSanDiego.org, contains hyperlinks to other documents.

Information about the County of San Diego STD Clinics: www.STDSanDiego.org Provider STD Reporting: (619) 692-8520; fax (619) 692-8541
STD Clinical Consultation Pager: (877) 217-1816 (8 a.m.-5 p.m., M-F, except major holidays) STD Clinic: (619) 692-8550; fax (619) 692-8543



http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/phs/documents/HAEU_HIV_Case_Form.doc
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/aids/Pages/OAHISHome.aspx
http://www.sdhivaids.org
http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/hhsa/programs/phs/hiv_std_hepatitis_branch/std_clinical_services.html
http://www.STDSanDiego.org

